 
Senior Softball Recreational League
Bylaws
Article I – Name
The organization shall be known as the Tri-State Senior Softball League (“the League”).

Article II – Purpose
The purpose of the League is to:
1. Provide recreational and social opportunities for adults ages Men 50+, Women 40+ through organized softball.
2. Promote health, wellness, fellowship, and friendly competition.
3. Encourage sportsmanship, safety, and fair play at all times.

Article III – Membership
1. Eligibility: Membership is open to individuals who meet the age requirement and agree to abide by League rules and policies.
2. Dues: Annual membership or player fees shall be determined by the Board of Directors to cover equipment, field use, insurance, and other operating expenses.
3. Waivers: All members must sign a liability waiver prior to participation.
4. Conduct: Members are expected to conduct themselves with respect, fairness, and good sportsmanship.

Article IV – Governance
1. Board of Directors: The League shall be governed by a Board consisting of at least 4-7 members, including:
· President
· Vice President
· Secretary
· Treasurer
· At-Large Members (as needed)
2. Elections: Officers shall be elected annually by majority vote of the membership present at the Annual Meeting.
3. Terms: Officers shall serve for one year and may be re-elected.
4. Duties:
· President: Preside over meetings, oversee League operations, serve as primary spokesperson.
· Vice President: Assist President, oversee committees, act in President’s absence.
· Secretary: Keep minutes, maintain membership records, handle correspondence.
· Treasurer: Manage finances, collect dues, present financial reports.

Article V – Meetings
1. Annual Meeting: The League shall hold an Annual Meeting for elections, reports, and major business.
2. Board Meetings: The Board shall meet as needed to conduct League business.
3. Quorum: A quorum shall consist of a simple majority of the Board for decision-making.

Article VI – Teams & Games
1. Team Formation: Teams will be formed to promote fairness and balance. Player drafts or assignments may be conducted annually.
2. Season: The playing season, including regular games and playoffs (if applicable), shall be set by the Board.
3. Rules of Play: Games shall be played under the current USA/ASA Senior Softball rules with League-specific modifications for safety and recreation.
4. Umpires: The League may use volunteer or paid umpires, as determined by the Board.

Article VII – Safety & Sportsmanship
1. Safety First: Safety rules, including use of double first bases, commitment lines, and protective equipment, will be enforced.
2. Sportsmanship: Profanity, aggressive behavior, or unsportsmanlike conduct may result in warnings, suspension, or expulsion at the discretion of the Board.
3. Alcohol & Substances: The use of alcohol or illegal substances during games is prohibited.



Article VIII – Committees
Committees may be formed by the Board to manage specific functions such as scheduling, rules, social events, and player recruitment.

Article IX – Finances
1. Funds: All League funds shall be deposited in a League bank account managed by the Treasurer.
2. Reports: A financial report shall be presented at the Annual Meeting.
3. Dissolution: In the event of League dissolution, any remaining funds or equipment shall be donated to a local nonprofit organization, as determined by the Board.

Article X – Amendments
These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of members present at any duly called meeting, provided notice of the proposed amendment is given at least two weeks in advance.




Article XI – League-Specific Rule Modifications
To enhance safety and ensure fairness in recreational play, the following rules shall apply in all League games, in addition to USA/ASA Senior Softball rules:
1. Age Divisions & Courtesy Runners
· Players may request a courtesy runner if over age 65 or with physical limitations.
· A courtesy runner must be the last recorded out.
· Each player may request a courtesy runner only once per inning.
2. Game Length
· Games shall be 7 innings or a 75-minute time limit, whichever comes first.
· No new inning shall start after the time limit.
3. Run Limit / Mercy Rule
· A maximum of 5 runs per half-inning shall be allowed, except in the final inning where runs are unlimited.
· Mercy rule: If a team leads by 15 runs after 5 innings, the game shall be declared over.
4. Batting & Lineups
· All players present shall be placed in the batting lineup (continuous batting order).
· Late arrivals may be added at the bottom of the lineup without penalty.
5. Fielding
· Teams may field up to 11 players (with 4 outfielders).
· A minimum of 8 players is required to start or continue a game.
6. Home Runs & Scoring
· A 3-home-run limit per team, per game shall apply. Any excess home runs shall count as a single.
· A commitment line (20 feet from home plate) will be used. Once a runner crosses the line, they must continue toward home and cannot return.
· A scoring base will be used at home plate; runners must cross the designated base rather than touch the plate to avoid collisions.
7. Bases & Safety
· A double first base shall be used to avoid collisions.
· Sliding into home plate is prohibited.
· Players are encouraged to use face masks and protective equipment when pitching or playing infield positions.
8. Pitching Rules
· Pitch arc: 6–12 feet from the ground.
· Pitcher must start with at least one foot on the pitching rubber (or designated line).
9. Substitutions
· Free defensive substitutions are allowed, except that the batting order must remain fixed.


10. Sportsmanship & Conduct
· Verbal abuse, arguing with umpires, or unsportsmanlike conduct will result in ejection at the discretion of the umpire.
· Only team managers may discuss calls with the umpire.




📋 Senior Softball League – Rules Summary
League follows USA/ASA Senior Softball rules with the following modifications:

⚾ Game Format
· 7 innings or 75-minute time limit (no new inning after time).
· 5 runs per half-inning (last inning unlimited).
· Mercy rule: 15-run lead after 5 innings = game over.

👥 Teams & Lineups
· Max 11 fielders (4 outfielders).
· Min 8 players to start or continue.
· Continuous batting order – all players bat.
· Late arrivals = added at bottom of lineup.
· Free defensive substitutions.

🏃 Courtesy Runners
· Allowed for players 65+ or with limitations.
· Runner must be last recorded out.
· One courtesy runner per player, per inning.

🥎 Batting & Scoring
· 3 HR limit per team (extras = singles).
· Commitment line 20 ft. from home: no returning once crossed.
· Scoring base at home: must touch scoring base, not touch home plate.



🧤 Safety Rules
· Double first base required (safety base).
· No sliding into home.
· Protective masks/gear strongly encouraged.

🎯 Pitching
· Pitch arc: 6–12 feet.
· Pitcher must start with one foot on the rubber (or line).

🤝 Sportsmanship
· Respect teammates, opponents, and umpires.
· Only managers may discuss calls.
· Unsportsmanlike conduct = ejection.
· No alcohol or illegal substances at games.

👉 Play safe, have fun, and remember the League is recreational!


